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THE 


HYPOCRITE, &c. 


* 


Jos XXVII. 8th verſe, 


For what is the hope of the 3 thugh he hath 


gained, when God taketh away his Soul ? 


„ QEARCH me, O God (faith the Pfalmift) 
0 and know my heart : try me, and know 


„ my thoughts—and ſee if there be any wicked 
„way in me, and lead me into the way everlaſt- 
e ing.” It was a very wiſe exhortation given by 


the apoſtle to the Corinthians Examine your- 


* ſelves whether ye be in the faith: prove your 
down ſelves: know ye not your own ſelves, how 


e that Jeſus Chriſt is in you except ye be repro- 


© bates ?““ In matters of importance, relating to 
the things of this life, men are generally very 


cautious, leſt they ſhould be impoſed upon, or de- 


ceived: but, alas, as touching the things which 
belong to their peace, they ſhew the utmoſt in- 
difference, as though it were impoſſible for them 


2424 . to 


2 Cor. xiii. 3. 


(4) 


10 be deceived, or that no danger . their ſal- 


vation. But there is real danger, whether we be 


ſenſible of it or no. We really may be deceived; 
and if we miſcarry here, it will be the moſt fatal 


blunder we can make. Remember, the enemy of 


our ſouls is going about continually, like a roar- 


ing lion, ſeeking whom he may devour; and we 
carry his ſworn ally about with us continually, 
I mean the deceitful heart. This ought to make = 


us examine matters throughly, and make a juſt 


ſcrutiny to ſee if all be right. The Lord fends 
various afflictions to the children of men, and | 
eſpecially to his own; for this end, that they may 
be found to the Praiſe of his Grace and ſound 1 in 


: the F aith, 


; . the glorious number of God's tried 


ſervants, Job may ſtand in the front; God him- 
ſelf, who could not be deceived, gave ſuch a teſti- 
mony concerning him, as was never given to a 
meer man beſide, viz, that “he was perfect and 
ec upright, and that there was none like him in 
6“ all the earth.“ Vet, notwithſtanding, the enemy 
is let looſe upon him in a ſevere manner. His 
property is deſtroyed ; his children are lain ; his 
body is ſorely aflited, and his ſoul tormented ; 


ſo. 


(5) 


i that i in a very few days, the greateſt man in all 
the eaſt is an object of complete miſery, . 


and diſtreſs. 


In theſe Jeplorabls circumſtances, a number of 


his friends, hearing of ſomething that had befallen 
him, came with an intention to comfort him; but 
when they ſaw him in ſo wretched a condition, 
his ſons and daughters flain ; his houſes all in 
_ ruins, and himſelf a loathſome ſpectacle upon the 
 Junghill, they began to have hard thoughts con- 


cerning him, concluding him to be a hypocrite, or 


a bad man, otherwiſe God would not have afflicted 
im in ſo dreadful a manner. Nor did they diſ- 
guiſe their ſentiments, but barefacedly accuſed him 
of many things, ſuch as impiety towards God ;— 
„ Thou caſteſt off fear, and reſtraineſt prayer be- 

“ fore God. Why doth thy heart carry thee 
« away? and what do thine eyes wink at, that 
4 thou turneſt thy ſpirit againſt God, and letteſt 
* ſuch words go out of thy mouth?“ Not only 

_ Impiety againſt God, but cruelty againſt the 


poor. Thus Eliphaz reproacheth him“ Is not 


„ thy wickedneſs great, and thy iniquities infi- 
© nite ? for thou haſt taken a pledge from thy 


A 3 & brother 


* Job *. 4. 13. 


; (6) 
e brother for nought, and ftripped the naked 


of their efoathing. Thou haſt not given water 

“to the weary to drink, and thou haſt witholden 

„„ bread from the hungry. Thou haſt ſent widows 
ce away empty, and the arms of the fatherleſs have | 


© been broken.“ Had theſe charges been true, 


he muſt have been a miſerable wretch indeed ; but 
there was no proof but only from meer conjecture. 
He, on the other hand, maintained his own inno- 
cence with too great acrimony and warmth, and 
very often bitterly recriminating on his accuſers. 
Many arguments paſſed on both ſides; Job anſwers | 
each man in his turn, till at laſt they are put to 
ſilence. Job then ſpeaks a parable, or dark ſpeech, 
in a manner recapitulating the ſum of what had 
been urged, and as it were, making his remarks 
en,, . 


In the chapter out of which the text is taken, he 
appeals unto God for his own innocence, with re- 
gard to hypocriſy and deceit ; and of his reſolution 
to walk in uprightneſs and ſincerity, and ſhews his 


abhorrence of any thing to the contrary, ſo that it 


was the greateſt curſe that he could even wiſh to 
his enemy, to be a deceiver, or a hypocrite; and 
1 3 Then 


Job æxii. 5. 10 


. A. 


EE: 


then demands i in the words of the text, For what 


„ js the hope of the hy pocrite: 2» Mat real advan- 


tage can accrue to him, or what can the end of 
his bope be, ſuppoſing he ſhould gain a fair repu- 
tation, or much r wealth, when God 
taketh away his ſoul EM — | I, 


1 if he pad ald, if you wink me void of reli- 


gion, don't think me void of common ſenſe; am 

I not ſenſible that God will require my ſoul, then 
what would the world avail, or all my hopes or 

expectations? they will be utterly blaſted, and that 


for ever, I would premiſe one thing more, namely, 


there is a real difference between a hypocrite and 


a ſelf deceiver ; the former puts on a maſk with 


a purpoſe of delltpg others. It comes from 


Lroxpirns, which is literally, a mimick, or a 


player, one that perſonates a prince or ſome emi- 
nent character, but is in reality a vagrant, a buf- 
foon; and when it is uſed in divinity, it means 


one who takes upon him a profeſſion of religion to 


anſwer ſome baſe purpoſe. But a ſelf deceiver 
is one that cheats himſelf; who thinks himſelf to 
be what he really is not. I ſhall join the two 
characters together in the following diſcourle, 
. under the term Ay pocrith, 


I ſhall 


- (3) 
I ſhall detal your r patience no longer i in the pre- 


face, but ſhall inſtantly fall to my buſineſs, which 
: mall be, thro? divine aid, to . 


"x; How far a perſon may goin a profeſſion of — * 
(cligion; and yet be no more than a * E 


he ground of f the bypocriee 8 hope. 


III. What he may gain, b 


Iv. His f Nate when God rakerh away his foul. 


And now, Divine Tatar help | fo ſhall thy 
word be a candle ſearching the inward parts. And 


pe, my dear e Pray. that 1 


Fx am to ſhew, how far a perſon may go in A 
profeſſion, and yet be a hypocrite z- and Jeſt any 
thing ſhould be objected, I ſhall prove my point 
from the oracles of God. — 


1. It is certain a perſon may have an awakened, 
or troubled conſcience, either by hearing his doom 
declared, or by internal reflection, or by ſome other 

means; ſo that he may cry out © my puniſhment _ 
is greater than I can bear,” and may tremble 
under A ſenſe of guilt and horror, This was the 
caſe 


(9) 

caſe with Cain,* and with F eliaſet but alas, 
neither of them ſeems to be a real penitent: for the 
apoſtle ſaith of the former, he was of the wicked 
one, and ſlew his brother” and as for the other, 
the ſcripture ſays no more of him, but hiſtory in- 
forms us he ſoon was diveſted of his office, and 
died kane It cannot be, but perſons may at 


times have alarming thoughts concerning them- 

| ſelves, unleſs they are quite hardened, and have 
conſciences feared, as the apoſtie ſpeaks, * with a 
hot iron.” But this may be, and really is, the cafe 
with thouſands this very day, and yet they are 
ſtrangers to real Chriſtianity, and no better than 
 dypocrites, * 


„ perſon may genre the prayers of the 
people of God, and yet be only a Hypocrite, This 
Was the caſe with Pharaoh, + he called for Moſes 
and Aaron, and faid, © intreat the Lord for me, 
that there may be no more thunder, &c. Likewiſe 

it was the caſe with Simon the ſorcerer, & and we 
haue little reaſon to believe either of them was 
a real ſaint, or areal penitent. And indeed what is 
more common than to find hypocrites afraid of im- 
pending 


* cen. 15. 1 3. — 1 Acts xxiv. 2 8 + Exo. ix. chap.— 
$ Acta, viii, 24. 
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_ Eſcape it. 
afraid of hell, and deſirous to eſcape puniſhment ; 
altho' they ſtill hold faſt their ſins, and are unwil- 
ling to let them go. But the real ſaint is very 
willing to part with all his ſins, let them be ever 
| fo dear to him. The hypocrite ſays, Lord fave 
me from hell and puniſhment ; the true faint ſays, : 
— Lord cleanſe 1 me e from all my ſins.” 55 


(10) 0 
pending e excceding glad of any way to 


efore, no wonder they ſhould be 


: 3. A perſon ns with much light, 
and may be enabled to ſpeak well of Chriſt and his 
ways; and yet be but a hypocrite, This was the 
cCaſe with Balaam ;* he pronounced the children of 
| Iſrael bleſſed, He cried gut, © how goodly are 
BF: dernactes © Iſrael.” 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
te my laſt end be like his.” He ſpoke of the coming 
of the Redeemer “ I ſhall ſee him (ſays he) but 
< not now; I ſhall behold him, but not nigh: 
ce there ſhall come a ſtar out of Jacob, and a ſcep- 
© tre ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, and ſhall ſmite the 
& four corners of Moab, and deftroy all the chil- 
© dren of Shem.” How well he ſpoke ! what 
charming language]! and yet this unhappy man 
Is 


ce thy tents, O Jacob, an 


®* Num. XXiv. 17. 
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is called by the apoſtle a mad i. and one 


ce that loved the wages of iniquity,” A dreadful 
conſideration ! alarming thought! The apoſtle 


might well ſay, * th6ugtrl ſpeak with the tongues 
1 of men and of angels, and have not love, I am 
but as a ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbal,” 


4. A man may have a ſort of humility, and may 


of his blood reached the 
t his ſervant to denounce 
the doom of the unjuſt king, After the prophet 


had delivered his meſſage, Ahab, it is ſaid, rent his 
cloaths, and put on ſackcloth, and walked ſoftly, 
and faſted, Now there was nothing amiſs in this 


carry it to a high degree, and yet be but a hypo- 
crite. This was the caſe with Ahab * that un- 
happy monarch coveted the vineyard of his ſubject, 
and by violence ſeized the ſame; conniving, or 
probably agreeing, to the murder of the lawful 0 
poſſeſſor. But the crys 
Lord of Hoſts, and he 


his humiliation : but then the motive from whence | 
it ſprung, was not the thing. The fin did not 


ſhake Ahab, it was the puniſhment ; for we find 
him in the very next chapter, going directly againſt 


God's word, and impriſoning the prophet for tell- 
ing him the mind and will of the Lord. So in 


like 


1 Kings ri. 


% 


like manner tible by pocritical proſeſlor of which 
we read in the 58th of Iſaiah. They ſeemed to 
take the Lord to taſk, that he did not take notice 


of their humiliation.—* Wherefore have we faſted 
„(Hy they) and thou ſeeſt not? W herefore have we 
&« afflicted our ſoul, and thou takeſt no knowledge?” 
Very high indeed ! but they are not long without 
tneir anſwer. Behold (faith God) ye faſt for 
c ſtrife and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of 
« wickedneſs; ye ſhal: not faſt as ye do this 


day, to make your voice to be heard on high.“ 


Read the whole chapter it your leiſure, and you 

will ſee the feſting which God chuſes. Many are 

thus for compounding as it were _ God, but ir 

ed. Many ir this 

our day, when they appreht d <a is near, 
will ſeek to avert it by ſuch fort of humiliation, 
but when they apprehend the impending danger to 


will not do: God is not nga 


be gone, they return with the dog to his vomit 
again. Likewiſe many will be very devout on 
ſacramental occaſions, be very ſerious for a few 


days before that ſeaſon, but ſoon after, are juſt 
where they were. What poor ſorry work is this? 


ce Shall I not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? 


| * and ſhall not my foul be . on ſuch a na- 


tion as this ? * 


5. Perſons 
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5. Perſons may ſhew great zeal in the ways of 
the Lord, and yet be but hypocrites. This was 
the caſe with Jehu “. We find he executed 


God's vengeance upon the idolatrous worſhippers 
of Baal, and cried to Jehonadab, ** come with 
me, and ſee my zeal for the Lord.” But alas! 
what is ſaid of him verſe 31ſt? © Jehu took no 
e heed to walk in the Jaw of the Lord God of 
„ [{rael with all his heart: for he departed not 


from the ſins of Jeroboam, which made Iſrael 


46 to fin.” 


5 Alas | men may ſhew great zeal, ſeemingly for 


the Lord, and yet may have their own honour or 
| profit in view all the, while. It appears in ſome 
meaſure to have been the caſe with Jehu, above 
mentioned; and many of later years have given 
| ſufficient reaſon to believe the ſame of them. They 


who crucified the Lord of life and glory, pretended 


to do it for God's honour ; and ſo have all the per- 


ſecutors who have profeſſed to acknowledge the 


| worſhip of the true God. But what does it avail ? 
Though I give my body to be burned, and have 


not love, it profiteth me _— 


5 6. Perſons 


1 Kings x. 


Tt) 


6. Ferſbus may hear and fear God- 8 ſervants, 
and yet be but hypocrites. This was the caſe with 
| Herod, * He heard John the Baptiſt and feared 
him, knowing him to be a juſt man, and holy, 
and one that feared God. He likewiſe obſerved 
him, and did many Gings, But alas! what was 
the iſſue of all this! ? We ſee he could not give up 
his darling ſin. : When the holy man touches him | 

there, he flies into a rage, he will not bear it, but 
| lays hold of the greateſt of prophets, puts him in 
_ priſon ; and further, to gratify a wanton harlot, 
commands his head to be brought: a fine diſh for 
the royal banquet! That emaciated countenance | 
of the ſervant of the Moſt High, was made an ob- 
ject of contempt and ridicule, to gratify thoſe who | 
were ſpending their time in rioting and drunken- 
neſs; thoſe mortified eyes of his, were laid dim, 
to pleaſe thoſe, who delighted in chambering and 
- wantonneſs, Well, the ſervant of God got re- 
leaſed from all his pain and labour ; but what was 


Herod's religion! £ 


A Gmilar 0 50 that of Felix, he heard and 
trembled, but we can neither number him, nor 1 


Herod with the. ſaints, or ſincere penitents. 
| Thus F 


—_ = A. 


Mark i, 


1 T hey are not willing to give up all. 


willing to walk in it. 
are not willing to give it, and ſo loſe 1 in the 
'F end, 


could not withſtand. 
I tickled for a little while, and their paſſions may 


( 


Thus many carry matters as far as theſe men, 
but like them cannot part with their darling ſins. 
They have ſome ſweet morſel or other, which is 
too precious for them to part with for Chriſt. 
They are 
like the young man in the goſpel, they bid fair for 
the kingdom; they aſk the way, but are not 
They aſk the price, but 


7. We may join ourſelves with the people of 


1 God, yea, may uſe all the ordinances of the goſ- 
"i pel with them, and yet. be no more than hypo- 

> crites, 
4 Ananias and Sapphira. They all were joined, and 
very probably, in great repute for a conſiderable 
+ time, till it pleaſed God to detect their hypocriſy, 
, and bring them to light. 
hearers are another 
word gladly, and received it with Joy, and ſoon 


Thus we find Simon the ſorcerer, and 


The ſtony ground 
inſtance. They heard the 
brought forth fruit, ſuch as it was; but we find 
it of ſhort duration: the time of temptation they 
People's fancies may be 


be touched, and yet no ſound converſion at all. 


The being among the followers of the Lamb is a 


B 2: | very 


(216) 
very great privilege, but of itſelf it will not do. 
We may paſs with men for a while, but God will 
diſcover the cheat, and detect the fraud. The 
tares and the wheat may grow together until the 
harveſt; but then the great maſter of the harveſt 
will ſay to the angels, „Bind the tares in bun- 


* dles, and burn them, but gather the wheat into 


*© my barn.” Thus the chaff and the wheat may 
be confounded together, until the Lord take his 
fan in his hand, and then will he thoroughly 
Purge his floor. The ſheep and the goats, may 
herd together till the great ſhepherd appear in the 
clouds of heaven, and then ſhall a ſtrict ſcrutiny 
be made, and then ſhall the blood bought throng, + 
the ranſomed of the Lord, the followers of the 
Lamb, be ſeparated from the worſhippers of the 
beaſt. O, happy they, whoſe lot it will be to 
ſtand at his right hand and hear the King of hea- 
ven ſay, Come ye bleſſed of my father, inherit 
* the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
“tion of the world,” O joyful ſound ! welcome 
language! O my God, may I and my hearers be 
admitted into the happy number, O yes! 
| "65 Give me a place at thy faint's feet, | 
Or ſome fall'n angel's vacant ſeat; 
I'Il ftrive to ſing as lond as they 
Who ſit above in brighter day.“ 


(27) | 
8. We may be favoured with the gifts of the 
Spirit, and may do great things in God's name, 
and yet be but hypocrites, Thus our Lord in- 
a forms us, Many will fay unto him in that day, 
4 «c Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy 
ee name? and in thy name caſt out devils? and 
« in thy name done many wondrous works? and 
ie then (ſays he) I will profeſs unto them, I never 
knew you, depart from me ye workers of ini- 
3< quity.”* Awful conſideration ! I never knew | 
| you ! that i is, I never approved of you, you are 
x ot mine! Mark, our Lord does not contradict 
&hem ; ; it is very probable they had really done all 
the things they ſpoke of; but yet, they were not 
ue of! in bie light, . 


80 many may AApfwer the end of ſcaffolds in 
God's building, and yet after all, be thrown 
down and deſtroyed. Judas no doubt had the gift 
pf preaching and working. miracles, as well as the 
1} eſt; but alas, he was but called a devil all the 
while: ſo the apoſtle ſpeaks of preaching well, 
Paving a large degree of knowledge, yea and faith 

Foo, even to the removing of mountains (a pro- 

; „„ verbial 


Mat. vii. 22, 23. 


(18). 
verbial way * ſpeaking) and yet be nothing. 0 
80 that : | 


„Knowledge alas! 'tis all in vain, — : 

And all in vain our fear; | | 

Our ſtubborn fins will fight and reign, 
11 love be abſent there.“ | 


Gifts and grace are very different; and they who 
Have a meaſure of the former, have need of a large 2 
mare of the latter. For indeed, knowledge without 1 
grace only puffeth up. It is juſt like a ſmall. 2 
veſſel at fea, with large maſts and ſails, but having 
no ballaſt, cannot ſtand in the ſtorm. A per- 
ſon may ſink down into the burning lake with 
very eminent gifts, but not with the ſmalleſt de- 
gree of true grace. O then, my dear hearers, be 

not deceived, God is not mocked, How needful 
a thing is true ſaving faith? and how many miſ- 

take the ſhadow for the ſubſtance? Well my 

one ſing, 


« How many ſouls miſtake the truth, 
And think that they have faith? 

Tho' they continue dead in fin, 

Under God's curſe and wrath,” 


r 
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There never was greater danger of perſons de- 


ceiving themſelves than in this our day, when 


N religion (at leaſt the profeſſion of religion) is 


become faſhionable, Perſecution is not deſirable, 
but ſometimes, humanly ſpeaking, there is a ne- 
ceſſity for it. For alas, religion is now made 2 
| fort of a trade, and many black deſigns are hid 
under the cloak of the ſame. But what is the hope 

of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when 
God taceth away his ſoul * 


1 ſhould now have proceeded to the ſecond general 


head, namely, to ſhew what the hypocrite's hope is 
grounded upon. But this muſt be deferred to the 

next occaſion : I ſhall therefore make a few ſhort 
reflections from what has been ſaid, and conclude, 
And firſt, how eaſy a matter it is to be deceived 2 
how many are fleeping ſecurely in their ſins, and 
know nothing of the matter? crying peace, peace, 
when there is no peace, A poor dull form of god- 


lineſs is condemned if this doctrine be true; Let 


all that hear me this night lay it to heart, and ex- 

amine their own hearts and conſciences, whe- 
ther they have Sou hearing their own condem- 
nation, 


But 


(2) 


But perhaps ſome may ſay „ You have been 


ſpeaking of hypocrites only, and I thank God, I 


am not one of that ſtamp; I make no profeſſion of 


religion at ell, I curſe and ſwear, and get drunk, 
and care not who knows it.” So then you are one 


that glories in your ſhame, whoſe God is your bel- 


ly, and who only mind earthly things. And is 


this thy excuſe? Thou wretch ! What! becauſe _ 


thou art more like the devil than the mere nominal 


profeſſor, therefore ſhalt thou find a ſhelter in dar- 


ing impiety? O bluſh at thy folly ! Be aſtoniſhed 


O ye heavens ! And be confounded O all ye, who 


thus think to eſcape the juſt judgments of God ! 


For whoremongers, and adulterers, God will cer-. 
tainly judge. O read, and tremble at that awful 
ſentence, For the wrath of God, is revealed from 
heaven againſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs 


of men, who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, ®* 
And again, But the fearful, and unbelieving, 
c and the abominable, and murderers, and whore- 


© mongers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all 
4 liars, ſhall have their 5 in the lake which 
4 burneth 5 ever and ever. 


Oh 


| Nom. i. 18. 


— 
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on ſinner! it is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of a fin avenging God. For © if the righ- 
* teous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly 
e and the ſinner appear?” But while there is room, 
fly to the wounds of a crucified Jeſus. Long hath 
he been knocking at thy heart; now let it be the 
language of thy ſoul, Come in my Lord, come 
in. Oh have pity upon thy ſoul, thine own 
ſoul! I do warn thee, therefore if thou periſh thy 
blood muſt be upon thy own head. Bear witneſs 
O heavens ! and give teſtimony O houſe, in which 
we are now aſſembled, that I have warned that 
prophane ſinner, and have likewiſe beſought bim 


to return unto the Lord, 


Indeed I 1 at firſt when I came to this 
kingdom, f there would be no occaſion to ſpeak a - 
gainſt outward fin, eſpecially againſt curſing and 
' ſwearing, but alas! I find I was miſtaken, I find 
that public ſtreets here reſound with blaſphemy, as 
well as in other places; and as to many who make 
2 profeſſion of religion, is it any thing more than a 
profeſſion? Suppoſe a ſtranger, a Heathen or a 
Turk, ſhould come into this part of the chriſtian 
world, ſuppoſing he was to come to one of our 
churches on a ſabbath day, and hear the converſa- 
tion that paſſes among many, as they go to, and 
15 ED from 
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from church, and likewiſe their behaviour there, 
what would he think of ſuch religion? Would he 


not be ready to aſæ, What do thoſe people go to 


that place to do? Or : ſuppoſing he took up the 
bible and read it, and underſtood it to be the ſtand- 
ard of the chriſtian religion, and begun to compare 
its precepts with the practice of its profeſſors, 
would he not find a vaſt diſproportion between 


them? I need not wait for a reply. Nay ſup- 


poſing he only looked at this ſingle precept, Do. 
all things to the glory of God; Would he not 


ſee ſo much contradiction, between the precept, 


and the lives of many, as would give him enough 


of the chriſtian religion? O yes, I fear he would. 


IT wiſh there was no occaſion to ſpeak of theſe 
things; but alas there is; and ſome one muſt 


ſpeak plainly, and I think it becomes me to do it: 


for ] am neither afraid of being turned out of my - 
Place, nor of loſing my ſtipend. 


But ſome, it is probable, may be ready to ſay, 1 
am pouring vinegar into the wounds of the afflict- 
ed, and by this time ſuch have concluded for cer- 
tain, they muſt be the hypocrites. My dear 
friends, do you ſuſpe& yourſelves? That is one 
good ſign you are not, The real hypocrites I be- 


lieve ſeldom ſuſpect themſelves, and therefore, ruſh 


on 
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on h/. applying the term to wy one but 


themſelves. 


2d, Do you willingly cheriſh. any wilful and 
known fin? Then you have reaſon to fear, But 


if you ate willing to part with every ſin, be it ever 
ſo dear, then fear not, Come boldly to the throne 


of grace, that you may obtain mercy, and hnd 


5 grace t to op 5 in time of need. 


But till reſt not, till you find the yoke of Chriſt 


to be eaſy, and his burthen light. The pardon 
ol your ſins you may obtain thro” the blood of the 
Lamb. He never caſt out any poor needy ſinner 


that came to him yet; nor will he caſt you out. 


His name is JESUS: and ſalvation in that name 
is found. Salvation ! O joyful ſound ; let it vibrate 


thro' thy ſoul, O catch the balſamic name of 
Jeſus ! receive the healing ſentiment ; Jeſus came 


do ſeek and fave that which was loſt ! 


And now, O ye children of the Moſt High, ye 


| heirs of eternal felicity, the Lord hath ſhewn 


mercy unto you. Remember the dreadful ſtate 


out of which the Lord called you. O keep cloſe 
unto your great High Prieſt, If you would be 
kept alive unto God, keep cloſe to your Saviour, 


your 


* Sores — — * — 


_ > — = 
PP ˙ A — nn. 


8 
* ae nnd. Ae... } 


k 
: 
4 . 
. 
5 
ir 
, { 
F: 
| 
＋ n v 


— —ũ— SG on 1 — „1 


(24) 


your willing Saviour, You will get nothing in | 
wandering from him, but guilt, and ſhame, and 4 


fear. 


Remember you are called to holineſs of heart, 


and life. Are not you ſenſible, all unholy tempers 


are unhappy ones? Then your privilege is to be 
like your glorious Immanuel. O may you ſtudy 
his life, and copy after the ſame, If his love will 


not conſtrain you, I know not what will. Let all 
that he has done and ſuffered for you, be deeply 
imprinted upon your heart and life, ſo that you 


may glorify him in the whole of your life. And 
when your few revolving days are over, may you 


fit down in his kingdom, and celebrate his praiſes 


throughout the countleſs ages of eternity. 


SERMON | 


P 


P 


Jos XxIl, Sth verſe, 
For 56 is the hope of the Hypecrite though he hath 
gained, when God taketh away his Soul 2 


N the laſt diſcourſe I cave you to underſtand 
how far a perſon may go in a profeſſion, and 
yet be but a hypocrite, and produced many ſcrip- 


tural inſtances, to confirm the ſame. Well may 
we enquire with the diſciples of old, Lord, are 
| there few that be ſaved ? We have ſeen what 
lengths the hypocrite may go, and yet fall ſhort at 


laſt. It narrowly becomes each of us to take that 
ſolemn caution given by the apoſtle, Let him that 
thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall. 


Oh, it is a ſtrait gate, and a narrow way, and 
few there be that find it.—But alas ! how content- 
ed are the generality of mankind, although they 
hang over the infernal pit? They cry peace, peace, 


when God is their enemy, and all the artillery of 


©. | heaven 
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ans} is Jevelted againſt them, But my brethren, 5 


let me hope this is not the caſe with you; I hope 


by your ſerious attention, you deſire that your ſouls 
may be found ſound in the faith, and built upon the 


rock of eternal ages, againſt which, the gates of 
hell ſhall never prevail. I hope you are willing to 


know the worſt of your ſtare, in time, while the 
door of mercy is yet open, and while the arms of 
a crucified Immanuel are ſtill open. O may you 
liſten to his voice, may you admit him into your 
hearts, and he will make you for ever err | 


Having already ſhewn how far the kypocrite may 


go in a profeſſion of religion, I proceed now to the 


ſecond general head, namely, to conſider what his 
hopes are built upon. The text inſinuates he has 
a hope, but alas! it is a bad one, or hath a bad 


| foundation. 


One ground of his hope is the good name he 

bears among mankind, Thus we find the Phari- 
' ſees of old ſought to ingratiate themſelves with the 

people, and our Lord blamed them for ſecking ho- 
nour, one of another, and not regarding the honour 
| which cometh from above. For (ſays he) how 
can ye believe, that ſeek honour one from another, 
and ſeek not that which cometh from God only; 
FE, and 
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and again, it is ſaid, © they loved the praiſe of men 
more than the praiſe of God. 


Now it is very eaſy for the hypocrite to carry on 


matters fair with the world, and to ſquare himſelf 


to all ſorts of company. If they be light and vain, 


he can join with them, and likewiſe be eſteemed 


by them. If they talk about the world, he is very 


well pleaſed with their converſation. If they are 


tearing to pieces the characters of their fellow crea- 
| tures, he can aſſiſt in the baſe employment, and 


can ſpell out their failings as well as any one, If 
they talk about religion, he can keep them in coun- 


tenance, and will talk away with them alſo. Thus 


he can be a willing companion to every one, and 


fitting himſelf to the converſation, it is very 


probable he may be looked upon as a man of ſenſe, 


| reaſon, and religion, and this may ſwell his haugh- 


ty breaſt, and cauſe him to think more highly of 


- himſelf than he ought to think; but here he blun- 


ders; for the things which are in efteem and re- 


pute among men, are abomination in the ſight of 


God, If there were no God to call him to ac- 


count, or if the ſoul died with the body, then cer- 
tainly the hypocrite would be found a wiſe man: 


But then there is a very awful clauſe in the text, 


intimating that God will take away his ſoul. O 


C 2 what 
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what will a fair reputation avail then? Indeed it will 


be like ſalt that has loft its ſavour, He may walk 


awhile in the ſparks of his own kindling, but this 
he will have at God's hands, he muſt make his 


bed in the dark, he muſt lie down in ſorrow. Sor- 


row indeed ! to find every other refuge fail, and 
385 turn a deaf ear, O my ente, 


&« Lean not on earth, *twill pierce you to the heart; 5 
A broken reed at beſt, but oft a ſpear 3 
on its ſharp points peace bleeds, and 4 Hope expires, * 


2. The hypocrite thinks himſelf better than the 


generality ; this was the caſe with thoſe of old; 


* their cry was, Stand by thyſelf, come not 
near me, I am holier than thou: But what ſaid 
God to them? „ Theſe are a ſmoke in my noſc, 


a fire that burneth all day.” So likewiſe the pha- 


riſee ſtood and prayed ; + God, I thank thee I am 


not as other men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adul- 


terers, or even as this publican, That poor, ſelf- 
conceited man was not content in telling God how 


good he was himſelf, but he muſt bring in a rail- 
ing accuſation againſt his poor neighbour, There 


is a very great danger in comparing ourſelves with 


others, and drawing concluſions from thence, A- 
. 


— 
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las, we know but little of others; we know but 
little of ourſelves, Woe to them (faith God) that 
are wiſe in their own eyes, and prudent in their 
_ own fight, This foundation may ſatisfy the hy- 
pocrite, but it will not ſerve the real chriſtian, 
nay, he ſhudders at the thoughts of it. —So far is 
he from imagining any preeminence in himſelf, 
that he fees none ſo bad, He feels that within, 
which no one can accuſe him of, and for which 
he js inwardly aſhamed before God, which makes 
him cry out, he is a man of unclean lips; yea, 
that he was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin did his 
mother conceive him; yea, tbat he is the chief of 
ſinners. Now all this is ſtrange language to the 
hypocrite, he underſtands it not, It is poſſible he 
may have got the words off by heart, as a child 
may do, and yet be a ſtranger to the feeling ſenſe 
of them. O my dear friends, beware of that curſ- 
ed deluſion of thinking yourſelves to be ſomething 
when you are nothing. I wiſh we had leſs of that 
ſelf-exalted ſpirit in this our day; how would the 
haughty looks of man be brought down? How 
would his high towering im2ginations bow before 
the Lord of Hoſts, and Chriſt would be exalted 
indeed? Brethren, I hope you underſtand me, I 
hope I am not ſpeaking to the air, O then com- 
7 SS. pare 


(39.7 
pare yourſelves by what you hear, as I go along, 
» you intend to be profited by the ſame, 


3. he 3 thinks he knows a great deal, 
and this he builds not a little upon. We find this 
was a rock the Jews ſplit upon in the days of old. 
They had no patience with the poor man to whom 
the Lord had reſtored his eye fight ; when he came 
to ſpeak cloſely unto' them concerning his ever 
gracious Benefactor, they with diſdain cried out, 
“ Thou waſt altogether born in ſin, and doſt thou 
teach us? ” and expelled him out from among 
them. So we find when our Lord was inſtructing 
them in the way of life, they demanded with an 
air of inſolence, “ Are we blind alſo?” So in an- 
other place they cried out, „This people that 
know not the law, are accurſed.” All which 
plainly ſhew the falſe grounds men are apt to build 
their hopes of everlaſting happineſs upon. Thus 
we find many imagining, if they can but talk about 
doctrines a little, and ſet themſelves up to be 
Judges, all ſhall be well, When they come to 
hear ſermons, they don't hear as poor ſinners that 
want to be ſaved, but as judges, they ſeat them- 
ſelves up in Moſes's chair, and the poor ſpeaker is 
ſo far from being looked upon as a teacher from 
God, that he is rather like a poor delinquent at | 
| the 


"a 
the bar. He muſt be tried by thier ſupreme judy - 
ment, and the ſentence muſt paſs according to 


their pedantic and petulant humour. However 
ſuch may eſteem themſelves, or however they may 
be eſteemed by men in general, they are net eſteem- 
ed by the Lord. The weeping prophet gives them 
a piece of advice, & or rather I may ſay, the Lord by 
the mouth of his prophet, ** Thus faith the Lord 
God, let not the wiſe man plory in his wiſdom, 
neither let the mighty glory in his might: let not 


the rich man glory in his riches : but let him that 


_ glorieth, glory in this, that he knoweth and un. 
derſtandeth me, that I am the Lord, which exer- 
ciſeth loving kindneſs, judgment, and righteoul- 


neſs in the earth; for in theſe things I delight, faith 


the Lord,” Likewiſe the apoſtle in the firſt chap- 
ter of the firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, ſhews the 


emptineſs of the wiſdom of this world, and then de- 
mands, Where is the wiſe? Where is the ſcribe ? 


Where is the diſputer of this word? Hath not God 


made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world?“ I recom- 


mend the whole chapter to you, as it ſhews in a ſub- 


lime manner, how little is to be known, or at leaſt 
how little man hath to glory in, and how needful it is 
- | only 
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(32) 
only to glory in the Lord, For indeed to glory in 
any thing fave the Lord, ſhews abundance of igno- 
rance. If knowledge would gain heaven, how fair 
a chance would the devil ſtand? far preferable to 
us. He knows more than all the ſons of men put : 
together, and yet he is but a devil ſtill, He knows 
al] points of doctrine very well; and probably can 
tell the ſeats which once were filled with himſelf _ 
and his Joſt aſſociates: and yet he is never the ; 
nearer happineſs, J would not be underſtcod as 
ſoeaking againſt uſeful] knowledge, I am far from 
imagining ignorance to be the mother of devotion, 
that is a doctrine very juſtly exploded. But, yet 1 
would not have people to miſtake nothing for ſome- 
thing. Iam firſt beating down thoſe who would 
fain be thought wiſe, that is, ſuch as are wiſe in 
their own conceit, who think they know every - 
thing when they know nothing. 
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2. I defire to make you ſenſible that knowledge \ 
is not the Saviour; that is, it muſt not be truſted 1 


unto, and depended upon as the Saviour. Gain as. 
much of it as you can, but truſt only in the Lord 1 


who died for you. Two things are very neceſſary to 
be known; the one is, the knowledge of ourſelves, 
and the other is, the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt: 


. „ 


and I am ſure neither of theſe tend to puff up the 


mind at all, If we know the Lord, it will in ſome 
reſpects have the ſame effect upon us, it had on 


the evangelic Prophet Ifaiah, as we find in his 


6th chaprer, when he cried out, ©* Woe is me, for 
I am undone, becauſe I am a man of unclean lips, 


and I dwell amidſt a people of unclean lips; for 


mine eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord of Hoſts,” 


See alſo in Job xlii. Py O yes, the ſight of 
God is an humbling ſight, as Dr. Watts ſings, 


& J lothe myſelf when God I ſee; 
Aud into nothing fall! 
Content if thou exalted be, 

And Chriſt be all in all,” 


4. The hypocrite may have falſe notions, of 


God's mercy, and on this he may build his hopes 


alſo. God is merciful, that is a phraſe almoſt in 


every body's mouth. Indeed it is a glorious truth : 


but then we are to take care, not to magnify one 
attribute at the expence of another, God is mer- 
ciful; but then he is juſt, and both theſe muſt be 


Joins together. Now while a ſinner is totally ig- 


norant of himſelf, he talks in vain about the mercy 
of God. It is with him only a cant phraſe, He 
hath heard ſome one ſpeak ſo, or he would have 

| known 
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known nothing of the matter,—Again, while we 
are living in any known fin, we talk in vain about 


the mercy of God. While we are indulging our- 


ſelves in ſomething contrary to his will, we talk in 


vain about his mercy, If he be merciful, it is 


diſplayed in the following manner, :ſt, In finding 
out, and accepting of a ſacrifice adequate to his 
Juſtice, freely given in the perſon of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, this indeed is the foundation of all the reſt, 


2d, It is diſplayed in making us ſenſible of our loſt, 


helpleſs and undone condition by nature, This 
again is an inſtance of mercy, reſulting from the 
obedience of our great and glorious High Prieſt, 
and what muſt be felt in our hearts, before we 
ſhall know any thing what mercy means. 3d, 
It is an inſtance of his mercy, when he freely 


| pardons all our fins for the ſake: of the great a- 
tonement offered by him who died upon the croſs, 
in whom we have redemption through his blood, 


even the forgiveneſs of ſins. 4th, It is an inſtance 


of mercy when God is pleaſed to take away the 
love of ſin; and this is a natural concomitant of 


being pardoned, There can be no love to that 


Which gave the Lord Jeſus ſo much pain and tor- 
ment, and which gives great pain to the tender 


conſcience, and makes it groan and cry out, Who 


1 ſhall 
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ſhall deliver me from this body of fin and death ? 


See the 7th of Romans, latter part of the ſame, 
Hou often does the ſweet finger of Iſrael cry out 


unto God, that he would purge him from all his 


fin, that he would waſh him, and renew a right 
ſpirit within him? And this is the native lan. 


guage of every child of God, and herein is the 


mercy of God freely diſplayed to the ſalvation of 
ſinners. 5th, His mercy is diſplayed in delivering 
from the power of their fin: it is true, they hate 
it, ſo they cannot remain under the power of it, 
They are far from being willing captives of fin and 
| ſatan, and therefore employ all the powers of their 


ſoul to prevail with God to fave them from all 


their ſin, and this he graciouſly does by the power 
of his grace; ſo that ſin hath not dominion 
over them now; they are free, and have their 
fruit unto holineſs and the end everlaſting life, 


This I apprehend to be a ſhort ſketch of the merey 


of God in its true meaning. Much might be ſaid 


on this ſubject, but I am unwilling to detain your 


patience, in making too great a digreſſion. But 
this is ſar from being the notion the hypocrite 
has formed of the mercy of God. He thinks that 


God will ſomehow, after this life is ended, bring 


him to heaven, but how he cannot tell. But O 


ſinner! 


"303 


ſider 1 be not be God is not mocked. for 
whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap, 


5th, Another ground of the hy pocrite's hope, 
is, the falſe eſtimate he has taken of the things of 
this life. He fancies happineſs is therein to be 
found, and is very confident if he can carry fair 
with the world, it ſhall go well with him in the 
end, and ſo he blunders on, not knowing whither 
he is tending unto; but alas, all the while he is 
truſting in a lie; his heart is deceiving him; nor 


can he withſtand the blaſts of temptation, or the 
horrors of death, but muſt certainly fall, and riſe 


no more. What an awful deſcription of the terror 
of the hypocrite, is given by the prophet? x The 


ſinners in Zion are afraid, fearfulneſs hath ſur- 


priſed the hypocrites : : who among us ſhall dwell 


with everlaſting burnings | ? who ſhall dwell with = 


deyouring fire?” 


Thus I have endeavoured to point out the main 
pillars which the hypocrite builds his hope upon. 
Let us juſt take a view of what the true chriſtian hath 
his hopes fixed upon. Aſk him, and he ſhall ſpeak 
for himſelf, His hopes are built upon the death 

1 and 
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and obedience of Jeſus. Chriſt came down from 
heaven and lived, and died for him. He ſatisfied 
divine juſtice for him, He magnified the law, 
and made it honourable, that in him it might be 
fulfilled, He hath brought in everlaſting right- 
eouſneſs for him, This is the ground-work upon 
which his everlaſting all is built, Here he ſtakes 
both ſoul and body. Nor is that a meer imagina- 
tion, no; the Lord hath made him ſenſible of his 
Joſt and undone condition by nature. All his 
falſe hopes are gone ; his ſandy ſoundation is quite 
ſapped to the bottom, and he feels he is undone 
for ever, In this ſituation he applies to the dear 
Redeemer and finds his name to be Jeſus, That 
balmy name is precious to him; yea, ſweeter than 
thouſands of gold or filver, The foundation is 
ſure, and he is led to the fountain open for fin and 
uncleanneſs. There his ſoul finds eaſe and com- 
fort, and all his troubles ceaſe. The odoriferous 
box of univerſal mercy is opened, and the healing 
quinteſſence of love is poured into his heart. He 
rejoices in Jeſus as his Saviour. He can ſing. 


« Jeſus my God, I know his name, 
His name is ali my truſt ; 
Nor will he put my ſoul to ſhame, 
Nor let my hopes be loſt, 
„„ Then 


by nature? Have you been ſlain by the ſword of 


6 


Then mall 1 own my adi name 
Before his Father's face; 

And in the new Jeruſalem, 
Appoint my ſoul a place.“ 


Oh! how was David tranſported with a ſenſe of 
this, in the 103d pſalm. The good man ſeems to 
be carried beyond himſelf, and his new-born ſoul 


is in a devout rapture. His raviſhed heart is ex 


panded, and he loudly calls all that is within him, 


and ſometimes all around him, to magnify the 
name of the Lord his God. And in a meaſure 
every believing ſoul can Join with in! in the ſame 


Digit employment. 


— 


But my dear hearers , how do theſe thin gs com- 


port with you? I am afraid this doctrine con- 


demns many, and that they are found to be ſtran- 


| gers to the God of their ſalvation, Oh Hit is 


time to examine matters whether all be well, leſt 
we blunder on ignorantly notwithſtanding all we 


hear from time to time. Let us make a ſtriẽt 
ſcrutiny into the affair of ſalvation. It matters 
not what profeſſion or denomination we are of, if 


we are not fixt upon him who is the rock of ever- 
laſting ages. Are you ſenſible of your loſt ſtate 


the 


* 


; 


(39) 


| the law? Are you made to cry out you are vile 
and helpleſs? So far ſo good, That is the way 

| God takes with all his ſervants, We muſt know 
our diſeaſe before we can 1eliſh the cure. Come 
| to him then as helpleſs, needy ſinners. He calls 


you to him. Come unto me all ye that labour 


and are heavy laden, and I will give you ref.” 
; 'T hen venture on him for your all. Lift Up your 
hearts while I am ſpeaking, and yet a little while, 
and he that ſhall come, will come, and will not 


tarry. 


22. Are you thoſe that have received the Savi- 

our? And can you rcjoice in him as your 
: friend, and your all? Well, as ye have received 
_ Chriſt Feſus the Lord, ſee that ye walk in him. 
If ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſcek thoſe things that 


are above, where Chrift ſitteth at the right hand 


of God. Oh! be thankful, for what he hath 
done for your ſouls. Reflect upon the ſtate out of 
which he hath called you, and bleſs his name who 
brought you out of the horrible pit, and out of 


the miry clay. But are there any here who once 


did run well, but now are in the mire again? 
Conſider my brethren, the cauſe of your fall and 
and return again, and do your firſt works, and 
you ſhall find the Lord very gracious to you. He 


1 ſays, 


1 %%% 
ſays, return ye backſliding children and 1 wil! 
hea] your backſlidings, and love you freely. Let 
your language be, behold we come unto thee, for 
thou art the Lord, Oh! that it were with you 
as in months paſt, when the candle of the Lord 
ſhone upon your heads; and verily it may be ſo 
with you again. The Lord calls, anſwer ye to 
the call, and all ſhall be well. Cry mightily to 
him again, and his ear you ſhall find open, and 
your heart ſhall be ſet at liberty to praiſe him. 
How amiable when the heart is ſet at liberty, and 
all the means are bleſt to the ſoul? Thus it may 
be with each of you, But as for you that are ſtil! 


continuing to impoſe upon yourſelves, remember, 
1 what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath 
j gained, when God taketh away his foul? No 

| | longer then impoſe upon yourſelves, you have 
un + heard your ſtate deſcribed, The Lord God enable 
i you to ſee and ſeel, and awaken you out of your 
| | deadly ſlumber, that fo you may not periſh ever- 
if laſtingly for his name and mercy's ſake, The 


| 0 | | Lord give the hearing ear, and the underſtanding, 
and believing mind. Amen. On 


SERMON | 


Jos xxviI. 8th verſe, 
For what is the hope of the Hypocrite though he hath 
gained, when God taketh away his Soul? 


'T HAVE already conſidered, how far a perſon 
1 may go in a profeſlion, and yet be only a hypo- 
crite; likewiſe the ground of the hypocrite's hope, 
that it is falſe and unſound, From hence we ſee 
firſt, how eaſy a matter it is to be deceived, and 
the indiſpenſible duty of taking care, in a matter of 
ſuch vaſt importance. Secondly, how much bet- 
ter it is to have no hope at all, than one that is ſo 
ill founded ? If our hopes for eternal happineſs be 
founded upon any thing fave in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, they will certainly prove abortive, May 
we then give all diligence, to make our calling and 
election ſure ; and then, * although the fig tree 
ſhould not bloſſom, neither ſhould fruit be found 
on the vines, the labour of the olive ſhould fail, 
and the fields ſhould yield no meat, the flock ſhould 
E 5 = ": BO 
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be cut off from the fold, and there ſhould be no 


herd in the Ralls, yet may we rejoice in the Lord, 


and joy in the God of our ſalvation.” Yea tho? 


death put all his terrors on, and appear ever ſo 5 


gloomy, yet in the ſtrength and confidence of our 


great High Prieſt, we may be more than a match 
for the potent king of terrors. Nay, tho' the ſun 
be turned into darkneſs, and the moon into blood, 


and the ſhining ſtars ſhall drop from the firmament, 


and the earth be diſſolved, and wild confuſion re- 
ſume its ancient dominion, yet we ſhall have no- 


thing to fear; having our anchor caſt within the 
vail, what need we to fear ? Then ſhall all be well 


with thoſe who have fled to the Redeemer for re- 
fuge.— I now then proceed to ſhew, what the 
hypocrite may be ſaid to gain: and truly, it is not 
much. 8 | RE TS 


: oo He may gain a fair reputation. And indeed 
the hypocrite ſtands the faireſt chance for this, of 


any man in the world, eſpecially if he be pretty 
artful, and manage matters with a little dexterity, 
As he can aſſume any character, and become the 
companion of any one, we need not wonder that he 
ſhould ingratiate himſelf ſo far into their good gra— 


ces, as to paſs for a none-ſuch in his day and 


(43) 
ceneration, He may for a time pals, in the rell 
gious world, for a man of religion and orthodoxy, 


and they may reverence and eſteem him as ſuch ; 

_ eſpecially as they hear him talk well on the ſubject 
of religion. But alas! it is not every one that can 
ſpeak well cn the topic of religion, that is religious, 
No doubt but Judas could talk very fluently on 
the ſubject; and probably, ſtop the mouths of gain- 
ſayers; but yet, alas! he had no religion, This 

I ſpoke largely of in the fuſt ſermon, Now a flam- 
ing character, is very apt to blind our eyes, and we 
are ready to miſtake matters; we are apt to take 
the applauſe of poor ſilly mottals for the voice of 
the living God. Bat it is a groſs blunder indeed, 
and dearly muſt we pay for it if divine mercy pre- 
vent not. Now the faireſt reputation in the world, 
can follow us in reality, no further than the grave. 
We muſt there part. There is little honour or 
fame in the duſt of death; little glory in the place 


of ſculls, the ſight is ghaſtly, and the thought is 
horrible. Nor will the praiſes of mortals aſcend to 
the manſions of glory, nor can they aſſuage the 


flames of the infernal pit. So that man dieth as to 


his body, and the place thereof, knoweth him no 
more. Yea, * he giveth up the ghoſt, and where 


is he? ” Doth not the excellency that is within 


them 
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them go away? yea, they die without wiſdom. 
O, what is become of them whoſe names made the 
univerſe to tremble? They are gone, and their 
memory is almoſt loſt with them, The world no 
longer dreads the name of an Alexander, or a Cæ- 
ſar; cities or kingdoms fear them not. They are 
gone to their own place, and their honour is laid 
in the duſt, What a dreadful ſtate do we find 
great conquerors to be in, as deſcribed by Ezekiel 
in another world ? in the 21ſt and 22d chapters, 
tho? they had been a terror in their day, they are 
gone down to hell with their weapons of war : and : 
they have laid their ſwords under their heads, but 
ö their iniquities ſhall be upon their bones, though 
I! they were the terror of even the mighty in the land 
| | of the living. Let the hypocrite take this kind of 
| 


fame, and make the beſt of it he can, let me have 
the friendſhip of God; for the friendſhip of the 


| world is enmity with God, and he that will be a 
[1 friend of the world, muſt be an enemy to God. 
W Let me ſeek the honour that cometh from God on- 
uh ly, that he may come into me, and take up his 


abode and reſidence, in my vile heart, and ſubdue | | 
it to the obedience of himſelf, 


2. The 1 may gain a large competency 


of this world's good, indepd. this is a kind of na- 
tural 


(45) 
| tural concomitant of the former pain, But re- 
member this is no new thing. For we find Job 
himſelf takes notice of this in his 21ſt chapter, 
He makes the enquiry at the 7th verſe. © Where- 
fore do the wicked live, yea become old, and migh- 
ty in power? Their ſeed is eſtabliſhed in their 
ſight with them, and their offspring before their 
eyes. Their houſes are ſafe from fear, neither is 
the rod of God upon them. Their bull gendereth, 


and faileth not, their cow calveth, and caſteth not 
ber calf. They ſend forth their little ones like a 


flock, and their children dance. They take the 
timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the ſound g& the 
organ. They ſpend their days in wealth, and in a 
moment, go down to the grave, Therefore they 
| ſay unto God, depart from us, for we deſire not 
the knowledge of thy ways, what is the Almighty, 
that we ſhould ſerve him? and what profit ſhall we 

| have, if we pray unto him?“ Thus we ſee, theſe 
perſons abounded with the good things of this life; 
God did not afflict them, they had riches and ho- 
nours, fuch as they were, but alas ! they knew 
not God; nor had they any deſire of knowing 
him; they bid him depart. This is the caſe with 
too, too many in this our day, They are deſirous 
of heaping up Sold as duſt, and adding houſe to 
houſe 


tC. 
houſe and field to field; but they know not the 
God that made them, Thus hypocrites may have 
| abundance of this world's goods, and yet be ſtran- 
gers to the one thing needful. The young man 
that came unto our Lord, made no doubt a fair 
ſhew in religion; but yet at the bottom, it ap- 
peared, that he loved his money better than peal 
religion. Simon the ſorcerer had money to offer 
for the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, while Peter had 
none to give to the needy. So likewiſe Ananias, 
he had a poſſeſſion, but his heart was not right 
with God. I do not mean that the children of 
God ſhould not mind the affairs of this life ; no, 
he that will not provide for his own houſe, hath | 
denied the faith, and is worſe than an infidel, 
But I mean that hypocrites may have a larger ſhare 


0 the things of this life than the real children of 


God; and no wonder, becauſe they can do things 
Which the children of God cannot, their conſcien- 
ces will not let them take any unlawful ways to 
enrich themſelves, and having food and raiment 
they deſire to be content, Oh! * What ſhall it 
profit a man if he ſhould gain the whole world, ; 
and loſe his own ſoul! pi 


3. The be may gain a good deal of 
worldly wiſdom, So it was in the days of 


old; 
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old. The children of this world ever were wiſer | 
in their generation than the children of light, 
And we find that many of the heathens were 
very remarkable for their knowledge, and gave 
_ aſtoniſhing proofs of their conſummate wiſdom 
in many reſpects; ſo that when the goſpel 


came to be preached among them, they deſpiſed it, 


becauſe it was not embelliſhed and adorned with 
the wiſdom of man. They wanted to ſee that ex- 
cellency of ſpeech, and the decorations of oratory 
which they were ſo famous for; hence ſays the a- 
poſtle, the Jews require a ſign, and the Greeks 

| ſeek after wiſdom, but we preach Chriſt crucified, 
to the Jews a ſtumbling block, and to the Greeks 
fooliſhneſs ; but to them that are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Chriſt the power God, and Chriſt 
the wiſdom of God. Therefore no wonder, that 
men who have no religion, get a large knowledge 
of the things of this world, for that is all they 
mind, it is all they are ambitious for. They may 
talk very well of political affairs, and may under- 
ſtand the concerns of the nation, which may raiſe 
their reputation, and they may be much thought 
of. They may give very accurate accounts of va- 
rious parts of the world, their different cuſtoms 
and laws, their particular maxims and habits, 


trade, 
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trade, commerce, and the like. They may underſtand 


the commercial part of mankind, and ſpeak to ve- 


” ry good purpoſe on the affairs of trade and traffick, | 
all which has its uſe, and is profitable in-its place. 


But alas ! what will even that avail in the trying 


hour ? However ſuch may imagine they underſtand 


the world, it is evident they don't half underſtand 


it, for they do not ſee the emptineſs of it; they 


purſue it as their chief good, whereas it can never 
ſatisfy the ſoul that is born for eternity. While 
they are purſuing it, the wiſe man makes them an 
abſute promiſe, they ſhall never be ſatisfied with 

He that loveth filver, ſhall not be ſatisfied 


wn ſilver, or he that loveth abundance, with in- 
creaſe, * What fools muſt men be then, when 
they cannot ſee the emptineſs of the world? Ho. ] 


far from giving content? How far from giving 
that which it promiſes! The man that purſues it, 
is juſt like one purſuing his own ſhadow, never 
can he find any real, ſolid, laſting ſubſtance, tho“ 
he purſue ever ſo long. Wordly wiſdom is like 


worldly wealth, it is uſeful in its place, but it can 


only be of uſe to us while here helow, it will not 
be our guide thro' the dark valley of the ſhadow 


of death, and therefore is not to be built upon. 
Eliphaz, 


Eccles. v. 10. 
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Eliphaz, ſpeaking of the wiſe men of the world, 


faith, ** Doth not the excellency which is in them 
go away? they die, even without wiſdom,” *® 

Oh! what a poor empty phantom is worldly wiſ- 
dom? how ſoon can a fever or a palſy deprive us 
of it, and leave us contemptible enough ? Be- 
ſides, it will never bring us to God: “ For the na- 
tural man,” whether he be a wiſe man or a fool, “e re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 


are fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them 


becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” Worldly 
wiſdom generally tends to puff up, but the wiſdom 
of God layeth us in the duſt, Worldly wiſdom 
generally makes people haughty, inſolent and 
overbearing; but the wiſdom of God is pure, 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated. ** She 


is more precious than rubies: and all the things 


thou canſt deſire, are not to be compared to her. 
Length of days are in her right hand, and in her 
left, riches and honour, Her ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace. She 
is a tree of life to them that lay hold on her; and 
happy is every one that retaineth her.“ But this 
is a kind of wiſdom the hypocrite is quite a ſtran- 
ger to. : 
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4. The hypocrite may gain a good deal of no- 

tional religion, Tt is very probable he may under- 
ſtand the theory of it. So no doubt did the fooliſh 


_ virgins, But in the affairs of religion there is a 
vaſt difference between the theory and experience, 


A perſon by reading and obſervation may learn the 
theory of war; but the learning of that, and the 
being actually in an engagement are very different : 


juſt ſo it is between the theory of religion and the 
experience of the ſame, Men may learn from ſer- 


mons and from books, that we are fallen, ſinful 
creatures, but very different is that from feeling 
the plague of a corrupt and deceitful heart. Men 


may CONCEIVE A notion of what repentance is, by 
the ſame channel of. conveyance ; : but the difer- 


ence is very great bety- en cooly reading that the 
jailor ſhook and trembled, and feeling a meaſure 
of it in our own breaſts, If a man reads the 
eleventh chapter to the Hebrews „ and the feſt 
verſe, he may with a very ſmall underſta apding 
know the theory of faith: but ſtill he may be 
without that faith, W hat would it avail any one, 
to know the nature of every diſeaſe, and the cures 
alſo, if he miſtook the knowing, for the cure? 
And what avails the theory of all doctrines without 
the- experimental knowledge of them, When a 

PE 5 N perſon 
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perſon is hungry, he knows that food would ſatisiy 
him, but if he never receives it, he would ſtill 


remain in a ſtarving condition, It did not ſuffice 
the prodigal ſon, to know that in his father's 
houſe there was bread enough, and to ſpare, but 

he fixes a reſclution, to atiſe and go to his father's 
houſe, in order that he may receive it: juſt ſo it 
is with the ſincere chriſtian, He does not only 
underſtand who the Saviour of loft mankind is, 
but he muſt apply unto him, ſo that he may ex- 
perience life and ſalvation flowing from him.“ 
iy When the hypocrite has been hearing a ſermon, 
0 at a ſacrament, he is pretty well contented, 
thinking he has done his duty; but the ſincere 
| chriſtian is not ſatisfied unleſs he meets his Lord 
there. The moſt amiable ordinances are to him 
as an empty habitation, if he finds not the bride- 
groom of his ſoul there, The ſpouſe in the ſong 
of Solomon, ſought about the city in the ſtreets, 
and in the broad-ways thereof ; nay, went to the 
watchmen, and there enquired, if they ſaw him 
whom her ſoul loved. But nothing would ſatisfy 
her, until ſhe found him herſelf, So then it ap- 
pears this kind of gain will ſignify nothing at all, 
except Chriſt be formed in the ſoul, the hope of 
glory. All theſe will avail nothing in that awful 
E. . hour 


3&7] 
hour when the cold ſweats ſhall bedew the face, 
and the life hang quivering on the pale lip. 
When the filver cord ſhall be looſened, and the 
golden bowl ſhall be broken,” Death will 
frighten all our empty, vain, ſpeculative know- 
ledge away, and the knowledge of Chriſt will then 
only avail, Notional religion, will cut but a poor 
figure in that awful day, when the great white 
throne ſhall be erected, © And the ancient of days 
mall fit, whoſe garments are white as ſnow, and 

the hair of his head like pure wool: his throne. 
like a fiery flame, and his wheels as a burning fire. 
A fiery ſtream ſhall iſſue and come forth from be- 
fore him: thouſand thouſands miniſter unto him, 
and ten times ten thouſands ſhall ſtand before 
him: the judgment ſeat ſhall be ſet, and the books 
Hall be opened.“ “x Then, | 


« Every iſland, ſea, and mountain, 
Heaven and earth ſhall flee away; 
All who hate him, muſt aſhamed _ 
| Hear the trump, proclaim the day, 
Come to judgment, 
Stand before the Son of man.“ 


Oh! my God, may I and my hearers, in 
that ſolemn hour, be found in the Lamb's book 
OD 1 1 
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of life May we be found fixed on the Rock of 


everlaſting ages, againſt which, the gates of hell 


al not prevail. 


fs The hypocrite may gain a Jarge ſhare of 


worldly honour, So did thoſe in the days of old, 
Nimrod was a mighty hunter before the Lord, and 


very probable was reverenced, and greatly dreaded. 
Eſau became very great ſoon, A large catalogue 


a of dukes we find, did quickly ſpring from him. 


So Balaam likewiſe, had very honourable and no- 


ble perſonages ſent unto him to invite him to 
come to Balak. So the Phariſees, they had greet- 
ings in the markets, and were called of men, 
Rabbi. So the falſe teachers Paul ſpeaks of, they 


exalted themſelves, and this made them highly 


thought of, and aggrandized to a very high pitch. 
So the hypocrite now; he may be highly ho- 
noured on account of his religion, for a hypocri- 


tical profeſſor ſtands a fairer chance a great deal 


| than the ſincere chriſtian, Thus, had the Lord 
| Jeſus appeared in pomp and grandeur in the world, 
bow many would have flocked to his banner? 


All who heard of him no doubt. The apoſtle 


abaſed himſelf to ſuch a degree, that the people, 


nay real chriſtians, thought little of him, and 


began to have him in contempt, while the falſe 


E 5 apoſtles, 
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apoſtles, the deceitful workers, were in high 
repute. 


But how little is to be built upon the applauſe 
of the world? One day crying out hoſanna to the 
Son of David, and the next day crucify him, cru- 

cify him. One day the people of Lycaonia are for 
ſacrificing to the apoſtles, and the next day they 
muſt be ſtoned. A little acquaintance with pro- 
phane hiſtory, will ſoon ſhew, how ſhort-lived the 
honour of man is. It is indeed like the morning 

: cloud, and like the early dew ; for many who were 
in elevated circumſtances very often loſt them 
on a ſudden, and frequently their lives with them ! 


| Then, my friends, let us not ſeck the honour 
that comes from man only, but let us ſecure that 
which comes from the God of Jacob, For who- 


ſoever doth his will (faith our Lord) him will my 


Father honour, and my Father and I will come 
| unto him, and take up our abode with him. That 
is true honour, to be owned and confeſſed by the 
Lord. To be approved in his ſight, carries with 
it a ſatisfaction the world knows nothing of. In 
how clear a light does our Lord ſet forth this in 
his ſublime deſcription of the great day (Matt. 25) 


a Then ſhall the — ny to them on his right 
hand, 
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hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 


the world. For I was hungry, and ye gave me 


meat, I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink: I was 


- a ſtranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye 
cloathed me: I was fick, and ye viſited me: I 
was in priſon, and ye came unto me.“ What ho- 


nour can be compared unto this? This high ap- 
probation is to be before angels and all the ſhining 


hoſt of heaven. Again, to him that overcom- 


eth, will I grant to fit with me on my throne, 


even as I alſo overcame, and am fat down with my 
Father on his throne,” Can any thing on earth, 


bear the leaſt ſhadow of reſemblance to this? O 
| how will the poor painted honours, the hypocrite 


may have bleſſed himſelf with here below, vaniſh 
into air, and leave him panting in the gloomy 


vale? His gain will then indeed, amount to very 


little: it will vaniſh like a miſt before the ſun, 
and then he will ſee his woful condition. Suppoſe 
his honour may procure him-a ſplendid funeral, a 
marble ſtone, and ſome flattering epitaph inſcribed :; 
that only covers the poor mouldering carcaſe, and 
can help neither ſoul nor body; juſt as much as 
the following celebrated lines, the ſelf murderer to 

whom they were addreſſed : ht 


« Yet 
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“ Yet ſhall thy grave, with Nang flowers be dreſ d, 
And the green turf, lie lightly on thy breaſt; 
There ſhall the morn its earlieſt tears beſtow, 

There the firſt roſes of the ſpring ſhall blow; 
While angels with their ſilver wings o'erſhade 
The ground, now ſacred IF thy relics made! 5 


Pdor comfort indeed, to a foul loft and damned 
for ever | Here worldly honour has it can 
| help no further, | 


Thus have I briefly ſhewn you, what it is the 
| hypocrite may gain. But before I take leave of 
this head, let me on the other hand, take a view 
of what the real chriſitan may gain. 


1. He EM a true knowleige of himſelf. 
This humbles the ſoul in the duſt, and lays him 
low at the feet of Jeſus, Here he bewails his paſt 
life, and repents as in duſt and aſhes; this is not a 

very pleaſing leflon, but it is a profitable one, and 
what muſt be learned by all before they can be 
ſaved. 


* The true chriſtian gains the pardon of all his 
ſins. T have (faith the Lord) blotted out all 
thy tranſgreflions as a cloud, and thine iniquities 
as a thick cloud,” Jeſus' death is the procuring 
ro _ cauſe 


ä 
cauſe of that rich bleſſing. In whom (ſaith the 
apoſtle) we have redemption thro' his blood the 
forgiveneſs of all our fins, How light, how eaſy, 
muſt that ſoul be, that finds the yoke of Chriſt to 
be eaſy and his burthen light! Are they poor in 
the world? What is that to the purpoſe? When 
they are rich in faith, and heirs of the king- 
dom. Are they deſpiſed by men ? That avails no- 
thing, as long as they are eſteemed by the Lord. 
Death cannot be a terror to the ſoul that has 
learned what it is to believe in Jeſus, The ſting 
is taken away, the curſe is removed, and they are 
more than conquerors, thro? the great cage * 
their ſalvation, on —_ 8 


5 3. The true chriſtian gains the favour of God. 
They have, with the royal penitent, intreated the 
favour of God with their whole heart, and they 
have found it. And as he ſpeaks, For thou 
Lord, wilt bleſs the righteous, with favour wilt 
thou compaſs him as with a ſhield. * To have 
the favour of ſome great prince is an high priyil- 
ege; but what is that to the favour of the Lord of 
all worlds? The favour of man, 1s very precarious 
and uncertain, not ſo the favour of God. The 
favour 
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favour of man is contracted and limited; the fa- 
your of God is boundleſs, The favour of man is 
of ſhort duration, the favour of God is for ever 
and ever. This is gain indeed! O my ſoul! je- 
cure this, whatever thou loſeſt beſide, Let not this 
go upon any account whatſoever, Keep it as the 
pearl of great price, Lay hold on it as a rich 
treaſure. © Weeds. 


4. The rea] chriſtian gains a new heart. A 
new heart alſo will I give you, and a new ſpirit 
will I put within you, and will take away the ſtony | 
heart Hut of your fleſh, and will give you a heart 

of eſh,”* I think if this be conſidered duly, it is. 

no ſmall gain. Any one that feels what the old 
heart is, will be glad to exchange it for the new 
one, The old heart is very deceitful, and deſper- 
| ately wicked above all things. It is hard, and 
therefore called a heart of ſtone. It is full of un- 
belief, pride, covetouſneſs, enmity, hatred, and 
malice, O what a deſcription doth our Lord give 
of it in the ſeventh of Mark? Much need is there 
to cry out, Create in me a clean heart O God, 
and renew a right ſpirit within me. And ſo the 
Lord will: the blood of Jeſus is of wonderful 
_ efficacy, 
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efficacy, and therefore can purge the conſcience: 
from dead works, to ſerve the living God. 


5. The true chriſtian gains the preſence of God. 
Hence the royal pſalmiſt triumphantly ſings, 
„Though I walk thro' the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with 
me, thy rod, and thy ſtaff, they comfort me,” * 
They ſhall be fafely protected, who have the Lord 
wy on their ſide, Therefore when the Lord is ſpcak- 
ing comfort, to his poor afflicted church of old, 
he ſaith, «„When thou paſſeſt thro? the waters, I 
will be with thee ; ; and thro” the rivers, they ua 
not overflow thee; when thou wal keſt thro' the 
fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the 
flame kindle upon thee.“ + His preſence is a great 
comfort, to all thoſe who are ſo happy as to be 

favoured with it, His preſence ſtrengthens, and 

encourages them forward in the divine life; gives 
them an holy boldneſs, that neither men nor devils 
can tertify, We fee many inſtances of this, in 
the ſervants of God in the days of old, and parti- 
cularly in the three heroes that ſtood before Ne- 
buchadnezzar, f They boldly told the imperious 
monarch, they 1 were not careful to anſwer him in 
that 


he Pſa. xxiite + Ja. xliii. 2. t Dani iii. 16, &co 
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that matter. If it be ſo (ſay they) our God 
whom we ſerve, is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out 
of thine hand O king, But if not, be it known 
to thee, O king, that we will not ſerve thy gods, 
nor worſhip the golden image which thou haſt ſet 

up.” Servants of God, well done ! But how came 
they to be ſo bold? Why the preſence of a never= 
failing Redeemer was with them, They found 
the literal fulfillment of the promiſe above quoted, 
The flames ſhall not kindle upon thee,” In 


like, manner, we find Daniel is willing to reſiſt 


unto blood, ſtriving againſt fin, and will rather be 
toſſed out to the lions, than offend his God. And 5 
what ſhut the rapacious mouths of thoſe fierce an- 
imals? He tells us, My God hath ſent his angel 

and ſhut the lions mouths, that they have not 


hurt me.“ * We find it threw the Iſraelites into 


great bon and diſtraction, when God re- 
fuſed his preſence to go up with them, and made 


Moſes cry out, If thy preſence go not up with on 


me, carry us not up hence.” O! death will be ter- 
rible without his preſence. A flaming world muſt 
be terrible without his preſence. A judgment- 


ſeat muſt be terrible without the bleſſed preſence 


of God, 
6. The 
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6. The true chriſtian gains the final ſalvation 
of his ſoul, Jeſus will own him for his. As to 
his circumſtances in life, that makes no matter 
at all, The poor beggar, full of ſores, being 
worn out With fatigue and hunger, at laſt reſigned 
his breath into the hands of agracious God, and was 
carried by the angels into Abraham's boſom, 80 
ſhall it be with all the followers of a deſpiſed Jeſus, 
Yes! ſay ye to the righteous it ſhall be well 
with him, let what will happen. Oh! then, 


Cc 5 4 ko Ca 
«© How happy are they, 5 
Who the Saviour obey, 

And have laid up their treaſure above!“ 


Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and he ſhall go out no 
more: and I will write upon him the name of my 
God, and the name of the city cf my God, which 
is new Jeruſalem, which cometh down out of 
heaven from my God: and I will write upon him 
my new name,” Thus my dear heaters, we have 
ſeen on one hand what the bypocrite's gain is, 
and on the other hand what the true chriſtian's 
gain is. And now judge for yourſelves, chuſe 
for yourſelves, On whoſe file do you deſire to be 
LEN found? 


(62) 
found? Happineſs is the deſire of every creature, 
but let us ſeek it where it is to be found, No- 
thing mortal can ſatisfy an immortal ſpirit, Oh, 
f no! ſhe is of too divine a texture, to be content 
with the peiiſhable things of this life. Oh! 


ſearch, ſearch and try yourſelves well, that ye 


may be found in the faith. Examine well the 
ground of your hope, for it is an eaſy matter to be 
deceived. It may be, ſome are ready to cry out, 
ſurely I am the hypocrite! Are you ſuſpecting 
yourſelf? I know not whether that be the caſe of 
the hypocrite or no. | However, do you fimply tell 
your Lord. what your fears are, and he can quell 
them all in a moment. Tell him, ** Loid, thou 
knoweſt I do not deſire to deceive myſelf, therefore 
do thou help me by thy power; do thou Lord 
ſearch me and try me; prove me, and let me know 
the worſt of myſelf,” —But can any of you rejoice 
in the Lord your Redeemer ? O may you ſtill 
continue to preſs on with all your might, May 
you ever view the prize held out to your faith, 
Often think upon what Jeſus has done for your 
ſoul, and this will beget in you love and gratitude 
to him,—But are there any that ſtill remain ſtupid 
and unconcerned ? Hear ye ſinners, againſt your 
own 
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own fouls, Can you abide everlaſting burnings? 
Can you bear devouring fire? Oh, no; then 
fly to the fountain that is open for fin an un- 
cleanneſs. Fly, fly while it is yet called to-day, 
and all ſhall yet be well. Conſider what you have 
heard, and the Lord give you an underſtanding 
and believing heart, for Jeſus' ſake, Amen 
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Jon XXVII, $th verſe, 


For what is the hope of the Hypecrite though he bath 
gained, when God taketh * his Soul : 5 


IN the preceding Aiteertts we have ankdered 5 


1 how far the hypocrite may go in a profeſſion 
of religion, but ſill fal! ſhort: and Oh, what a 
pity it is that any ſhould thus bid fair for the prize, 
and yet come ſhort of it at laſt? Yet ſo it is 
and it ought to awaken in each of us a a jealouſy, 5 
left we ould be the — perſons. 


8. We have alſo confidered the ground of the 
hypocrite's hope, and have found it to be falſe, 
and unable to bear him up in the day of trial. 
May each of us build upon a better foundation, leſt 
we fall where many mightier have been ſlain. 
There is nothing but Jeſus to build upon. He is 
the foundation laid in Zion: a tried ſtone; and 
eder believeth on him ſhall not be confound- 
. ; ed. 
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ed. Oh! let us ſeek to be found fixed upon this 
bleſſed foundation, ſo ſhall we be enabled to ſtand 
in the great day of retribution, 


3. We have conſidered what it is the hypocrite 
may gain, and truly it does not ſeem worthy of 
that anxiety and care, which many ſhew in the pur- 
ſuit of it. It is a gain that muſt be left on this ſide 
the grave, It is a gain that cannot relieve the 
pains of the body, much leſs can it make the poſ- 
ſeſſors happy for ever. Oh! poor gain indeed! 
Sordid wealth! Empty opulence! Beggarly 
riches! O my foul ! ſeek thou a more laſting 
treaſure! Seek thou the riches that endure for 
ever! I now proceed to the fourth and laſt gene- 
ral head; and that is, to conſider his ſtate and 
condition, when God taketh away his ſoul, 
When God taketh away his ſoul! Solemn_ 
thought! | 


I, He will then find out his miſtake, He will 
| ſee, though too late, that he has been truſting in 
an empty phantom, and not in the living God. 
He thought all was well, and cried peace, peace, 
when alas! he was at war with one mightier than 
all. In what a ſtriking light is this held forth, in . 
the wiſdom of Solomon, 5th chapter, where ſuch 

| poor 
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poor hypocrites are repreſented at the laſt day, be- 


holding the righteous in the kingdom of heaven 
and themſelves ſhut out. And they repenting, 


and groaning for anguiſh of ſpirit, ſhall ſay within 


themſelves, This was he whom we had ſometimes 
in deriſion, and a proverb of reproach, We fools 


accounted his life madneſs, and his end to be 


without honour, how is he numbered among the 


children of God, and his lot among the ſaints !_ 


Therefore have we erred from the right way of 
truth ; and the light of righteouſneſs hath not 
ſhined in us, and the ſun of righteouſneſs roſe not 
upon us. We wearied ourſelves in the way of 
wickedneſs and deſtruction; yea, we have gone 


through deſerts, where there lay no way; but as 
for the way of the Lord, we have not known it. 
What hath pride profited us? Or what good hath 


riches with our vaunting brought us? All theſe 
things are paſſed 1 a ſhadow, and as a poſt 


that haſteth away.” Indeed I cannot but recom- 


mend the whole chapter, for ſuch a lively picture 
of the aſtoniſhment of the wicked, when they 
come to find out their miſtake, is ſeldom to be 
met with. The caſe of the perſons mentioned by 


our Lord in the 5th of Matthew, is likewiſe very = 
ſtriking, when they ſhall plead what they had 


done 
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done in his name, and yet ſhall be repulſed with, 


depart, I know you not. In another place where 
he informs the proud Phariſees, they ſhould ſee 


many come from the eaſt, from the weſt, from the 


north, and from the ſouth, and ſhould fit down 
with Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of God, and themſelves ſhut out.“ Striking re- 
flection indeed! Likewiſe the fooliſh virgins ; 
they are ſaid to come and demand admittance, 
. ſaying, very confidently, Lord, Lord, open unto 


us; but they are denied. Oh! what a miſtake is 


this? It can never be repaired: it is too late, 


the door is ſhut. He that is filthy muſt now be 


filthy ſtill, and he that is unrighteous muſt be un- 
righteous ſtill. Where ſhall he turn his baleful 
eyes now? Unto God? Alas, he cannot bear 
the ſight of him. His eyes are too terrible to be 
beheld by a ſinner in his fins. His countenance 


is too bright to be beheld by one unwaſhed from | 
his impurity, His juſtice is too inflexible to 


relent towards one that has lighted his rich mer- 
cy. His immaculate purity is of too conſummate a 
nature, ever to admit a polluted ſinner into his friend- 
ſhip and favour, Shall he lift his curſed eyes up 
towards the glorious place of heaven? Alas, that will 
x aggravate 
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aggtavate his miſery, He will ſec himſelf unfit, very : 


unfit, for the ſhining manſions of the bleſſed. He 
| knows well, that no delight is there found for him, 
Shall he turn his condemned countenance, towards 


the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect? Alas they 


will diſown him. They will be far from eſpouſing . 


his cauſe. A touch from him would pollute their 


pure and holy ſouls, O hypocrite ! unto which of 


the ſaints wilt thou turn now? All deny thee any _ 
ſuccour, or help at all. Shall he turn his miſera- 


ble eyes, ſtreaming with tears, to any of the angels 


and ſollicit their help? Alas they are ready to exe- 
cute the juſt vengeance of an angry God upon 
him, driving him to his own place. Shall he look 
upon his paſt life? Miſerable retroſpect ! that will 
afford him no comfort at all! He will have a bit- 


ter reflection upon mercy abuſed, offered grace 
lighted, and a Redeemer deſpiſed. Shall he turn 
his ſorrowful eyes inward? What is there but an 


2ccuſing conſcience ? Horror, rage, and wild de- 
ſpair, are the only inhabitants that dwell there, 
Poor ſinner ! Where art thou now? Thy day is 
turned to night indeed ! Oh what former checks 
of conſcience, what reproofs, both private and 


public, like ſo many undeniable witneſſes all a- 
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gainſt him? He is faſt on every ſide, Shall he 
call to rocks and mountains ? All theſe will be fled 
and gone, no place ſhall be found for them. Thus 
he is left deſtitute of all help and comfort, and now 
he begins to curſe whom he dreads. Oh eterni- 
ty ! eternity ! How can I bear the thought of eter- 
nity !” muſt now be his cry. Shall he turn his 
eyes towards hell? Yes, that is his place. Oh 
diſmal fituation ! lamentable cataſtrophe ! this is a 
_ miſtake indeed | | ; | 


2. The hypocrite will now appear in his true 
colours; the veil will be taken away, the maſk 
| will be thrown off, and as he hath found out his 
_ own miſtake, ſo his hypocriſy ſhall be made mani- 
feſt to all. And Oh what a ſurpriſing change. 
He that was once ſo reputed for wiſdom, proves to 
be the moſt wretched of all fools. Fools indeed | 
who can be greater than thoſe who let the enemy 
of God and man deprive them of all ? And this is 
really the caſe of the hypocrite, and that he knows 
to his eternal ſhame and confuſion. He had ſome 
crude, undigeſted notions of God's mercy, as too, 
too many now have, How does one of our poets 
laſh ſuch in the following lines ? 


« Not 
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E 
* Not thus our infidels th* Eternal draw, 

A God o'er all, conſummate, abſolute, 

Full orb'd in his whole round of rays compleat : 

They ſet at odds Heaven's jarring attributes; 

And with one excellence, another wound; 

Maim Heaven's perfection, break its equal beams, 
God himſelf, 
_. Undeified by their opprobrious praiſe; 

A God all mercy is a God unjuſt, ” 


Bid mercy triumph over — 


How many are there in this our day, unto whom 
the above reproach is Juſtly due | Q may they ſce 
it before it be too late, 


Apain, * appeared a very forward profeſſor, 
and had a ſpecious form of godlineſs, now appears 
to have no real godlineſs at all! Tis true he did 


- talk away bravely, and made a great noiſe, and 3 


many took him for a chriſtian, But now he ap- | 
pears to be what he really is, and what he really - 


was. So it was with the fooliſh virgins, Till the 
bridegroom came, they paſſed very well; but then 
they were brought to light, to their great ſhame 


and confuſion of face. He who was honourable in 


his day, now appears to be vile indeed. He now 
is ready to wiſh himſelf a brute, or any thing, 


rather than to be poſſeſſed of a ſoul unreconciled 
to God. O how art thou fallen, lucifer ſon of 
| 7 „ the 
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the morning! How art thou cut down to the 
ground, poor hypocrite ! who didſt make as it 
were the nations to tremble, Forſaken of God, 


and caſt out of the book of life, where ſhail he fly ? 


| loſt! loſt! and that for ever! He who lived in 
affluence and wealth, whoſe houſe was ſtately and 
fair, whoſe rooms were wainſcoted with cedar, 


and painted with vermillion, is now more miſera- 


ble than Lazarus upon the dunghill. He that 
fared ſumptuouſly every day, now cannot 


_ Procure a drop of water to cool his ſcorching 


tongue. —0O think on this ye rich hypocrites, 


yea, weep and how], for the miſeries that ſhall 


come upon you; for it will really be your caſe in a 
little time, except mighty grace prevent it, All 
his ſecret ſins, yea is very intentions, will now ap- 
pear againſt him. His heart unpurified ; his vile 
| affections unſanctified; his perverſe will unſubdu- 
ed; his conſcience unpurged by the blood of the 
Lamb; his righteouſneſs like filthy rags, all will 
now appear againſt him, as well as all his vile ac- 
tions, ſome probably which none could accuſe 


him of, only*God, that ſees all hearts, ſaw them, 


His thoughts, which would probably have made 
him bluſh, had he been conſcious of any one know- 
ing them but himſelf, even theſe will now appear 
_ conſpicuous before a flaming world, angels and men. 
= : 3. The 
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3. The hypocrite will have his mouth ſtopped 
when God taketh away his ſoul. St, Paul calls | 
them unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, whoſe. 
mouths muſt be ſtopped,*® Peter ſays, they ſpeak 
great ſwelling words of vanity, Jude ſays, their 
mouth ſpeaketh great ſwelling words, having men's 
perſons in admiration, + None are more ready to 
commend themſelves than hypocrites are, But 
now that will be over. They will ſee their own 
_ folly, and that will ſtop their vain boaſting. None 
are more ready to ſpeak of their acts of charity and 
| benevolence, than hypocrites ; ſo it was In our 
Saviour's days. They gave alms, and proclaimed 
them with the ſound of the trumpet. They made 
long prayers, but took care every one ſhould ſee 
and hear them. They were very ſcrupulous in 
{mall matters, but not in the weighty matters of 
the law, They would tythe the very herbs in the 
garden, but make no ſcruple of devouring widows 
houſes, In thoſe ſmall punctilios, they were very : 
exact, and boaſted not a little, but forgot that the 
Jove of God, and mercy, was any part of religion, 
But every boaſter muſt have his mouth ſtopped ; 
and it will be the caſe with the hypocrite, when 
_ God taketh away his foul, What will he have 
: to 


* Tit. i. 10, 11, Þ+ Jude 16, 


- 003-7: 
to plead now? Guilty he muſt ſtand before the 
throne of an angry God, and no one to plead his 
| cauſe, I know not whether ſuch a one will fo 


5 much as deſire to go to heaven when they ſee how 
Auunfit they are. What pleaſure or ſatisfaction 
could they take in that place of bliſs, when they 


are ſenſible how unfit they are for that bleſſed re- 
gion. What happineſs could a poor, country 
plowman have in his majeſty's cabinet? None at 
all I ſuppoſe. He would not know how to behave 


in ſuch a place, He would be very clumſy and 


impolite; his language would be coarſe and 
vulgar: he would underſtand very little about 


_ political affairs, ſo that he muſt be unfit for ſuch 
a place, and therefore find more happineſs i in fol- 
lowing his cattle or the plough. And muſt not 


this really be the caſe with the poor hypocrite ? 


Hue has not learned the happy language of Canaan ; 

he does not underſtand the maxims of the court 2 
heaven; ; he has not learned to bow to the King of 
kings and the Lord of lords; he has not got robes 


ſuitable to the place; he cannot reliſh the employ- 
ment of heaven. We do not find that the man 
who wanted the wedding garment, even ſo much 


as deſired to ſtay in the gueſt-chamber after he 


was detected. Oh! what a change! The man 
(G3 -- 1 that 
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that could talk like the fluent orator now becomes | 
ſpeechleſs! Verily the loftineſs of man ſhall 
be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of man fhall 
be made low : and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted 
in that day.“ Fearfulneſs in deed ſhall ſurpriſe the 
hypocrite then, Oh! where is the ſcribe, where 
is the receiver? Where is he that counted the 
towers? Where is he? See him with a pale 

countenance and a ſilent tongue! * Surely then 
the triumphing of the wicked is ſhort, and the 
joy of the hypocrite but for a moment. Though 
His excellence mount up to the heavens, and his 


head reach unto the clouds; yet he ſhall periſh 


for ever: they which have ſeen him ſhall ſay, 
Where is he? He ſhall fly away as a dream and 
| ſhall not be found: yea, he ſhall be chaſed away 
as a viſion of the night, The eye alfo which ſaw 
him, ſhall ſee him no more; neither ſhall his 

place any more behold him.“ FE 


He now may thus bitterly reflect upon himſelf, 

and ſay, Ah, damned wretch that J am, I thought 
all was well, becauſe I could talk of religion! 
but alas, I have nothing now to ſay, Shame and 
never ending eonfulion cover my guilty head, and 
impoſe. 


* I/a. 15. r a. xx. 18. 1 7ob _— 8. 


| impoſe ſilence on my polluted lips, Oh ! Whither 
| ſhall I fly? God of immaculate purity 1 Where 
| ſhall I go from thy Spirit! Or, whither ſhall I 
flee from thy preſence? If I aſcend up into 
heaven thou art there : if I make my bed in hell, 


behold thou art there. If I take the wings of the - 


morning, and. dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the 
earth or ſea, even there ſhall thy all-ſeeing eye 
find me out.” Oh! Whither ſhall I fly? To 
hell? Myfelf am hell; I carry my puniſhment 
with me. A worm that ſhall never die, is con- 
tinually my dreadful companion, and the rigid 
flames that can never be quenched, are to be my 
burning bed, and that continually, Ah, woe is 
me! I have lighted his mercy again and again. 
Ah, woe is me ! I trifled away my precious mo- 
ments, contenting myſelf in the unhappy ſituation 
I was in! Ah, woe is me ! I fat judging others, 
and thought all was well with myſelf! Ah, woe 
is me! I amuſed myſclf with meer fancy, and 
neglected to make my calling and clection ſure, 
Oh ! where ſhall I hide myic!f from that counte- 
nance that is like the ſun, and that voice that 1s 
as the ſounding of many waters? What ſhall 
ſcreen me from thoſe eyes that are as flaming fire? 
| How can I bear to fee the marks and ſcars, in the 
5 8 body 
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body of my judge? They are more terrible than 
all beſide ; they are all ſo many mouths to pro- 
nounce the irrevocable ſentence! | 


4. When God taketh away his ſoul, he will ſee 
thoſe in glory, which he once deſpiſed and con- 
temned. This is ſet forth in a very ſtriking man- 
ner in the paſſage above quoted, from the wiſdom 
of Solomon, „„ We fools (ſay they) counted his 

life madneſs, and his end to be without honour ; 
| ſee, how he is numbered among the children of 
God, and his lot among the ſaints,” Thus it 
will be ſeen in the great day eſpecially, Many 
will be ſeen in glory, that were not expected 
there; while many who made ſure of heaven, will 
be thruſt down into hell. This ſhould make us 
very cautious how we; udge, and who we judge, 


leſt we ſhould be condemned of the Lord, Our 


Lord charges us not to deſpiſe the little ones, and 
threatens ſuch as do by telling them, „It were 
better for a man that a millſtone were hanged 
about his neck, and he caſt into the ſea, than | 
that he ſhould offend one of his little ones, 


Now none are more” ready to do this, than hy- 
pocrites, They being puffed up with a vain. ſelf- 
conceit. of themſelves, are ready to deſpiſe every 


C23 


one elie, eicher as fools, or prophane wretches, 


T or ſomething worſe, and thereby have thought 


them unworthy of their notice or regard. The 
Phariſees deſpiſed many of our Lord's followers as 
a poor, ſenſeleſs, and inſignificant rabble, and 
himſelf little better, becaute he took notice of 
them. Simon thought little of our Lord becauſe 
he permitted a woman that was a ſinner to come 
near him, Simon did not think he was a ſinner, 
or at leaſt bur a very little one. Poor Simon ! he 
little knew that his glorious gueſt was come to 
ſcek and to ſave that which was loſt, Little did 
ne think in reality, that Jeſus was the friend of 
ſinners. It would be well, if we had none like 
Simon now a-days. But alas, he has left many 
of his children behind him, who would be much 
_ offended if one was to tell them ſo: yet neverthe- 
leſs, are altogether as uncharitable, as Simon, and 
whoſe morals perhaps are far inferior to his, Oh! 
then what a change! What a mortifying ſight 
| Hypocrite, how can'ſt thou bear it? How can'ft 
thou think of ſeeing many poor deſpiſed creatures 
I glory, whom thou had'ſt in abomination, and 
thyſelf ſhut out? The rich man no doubt, con- 

temned Lazarus, and probably threatened him 
alſo; but how ſoon is the ſcene altered? In a 


(3:3 | | Very 
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very little time he dies, and in hell lifts up his 
| baleful eyes, and ſees Abraham afar off, and La- 
Zarus in his boſom, and cries, father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and ſend Lazarus that he may 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But 
what anſwer does he meet with? Oh! bitter one 
indeed ! Remember (ſad remembrance !) that 
thou in thy life-time, received'ſt thy good things, 
and likewiſe Lazarus evil things, but now he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented, 


Forbid it, Oh, heavenly Father, that this ſhould 
be the unhappy caſe with either me or my hearers, 
May we be the deſpiſed followers of the Lamb 
while here below ; yea, let us be the filth of the | 
world, and the off-ſcouring of all things, rather 
than be found deſpiſers of thine. The apoſtle 
ranks ſuch among a very black brother-hood ; 
„% For men (ſays he) ſhall be lovers of their own 
| ſelves, covetous,. boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, 
diſobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, with- 
out natural affection, truce-breakers, falſe ac- 
cuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that 
are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of 
pleaſure more than lovers of God; having a form 

TEE: of 
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of godlineſs, but denying the power thereof: from 

ſuch turn away,” * But he ſoon brings them to 

the trial, for in the gth verſe he ſays, their folly 
ſhall be made manifeſt, O, who would deſire to 
be found among that unhappy ſet of eternally loſt 

ſinners! And yet we find perſons who have the 

form of godlineſs, will be fo far miſtaken, 


5. When the ſoul of the hypocritesſhall be re- 
quired, he ſhall be baniſhed from the preſence of 
God for ever, Dreadful ſentence! Depart from 
me | He that hath cried fo long, to you, O men, I 
call, and my voice is unto the ſons of men. He 
that had ſo often ſaid, Come, let us reaſon toge- 
ther; though your fins be red as ſcarlet, they ſhall 
be white as ſnow; and though they be like crim- 
ſon, they ſhall be as wool. He that hath ſaid, 
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden. He that hath ſaid, Let the wicked forſake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will a- 
bundantly pardon. He who had ſent his ſervants, 
time after time, to compel them to come in, now 
bids them depart. O yes! they muſt be baniſhed 

from 


* 2 Tim. iii. 
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fronh God, às the apoſtle informs us, Who ſhall be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 
| ſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his po w- 
er.*: But ſhall they never behold his face with 
comfort? No, never. Will mercy never make 
them another offer? No, never. Shall they never 
hear the heart reviving invitation, Come unto me, 
ſounding again? No: all is loft for ever. They 
may now be glad, if ſome kind hand would thus 
far compleat their deſtruction, as to put an end to 


their being, but that cannot be done, No, when 5; 


as many thouſand years are rolled around, as there 
are grains of ſand upon the fea ſhore, yet the end 
of their miſery is no nearer ſtill. Add to that as 
many thouſand years as there are drops of water 
in the ſea, the end is no nearer ſtill. Add to that 
as many thouſand. years, as there are particles of 
duſt, yet the end is. no nearer ſtill. O linking 
thought! The ſmoke. of their edrment aſcendeth 

up for ever. and ever. 


wen, ik this bs the end, the unhappy end of the 
hypocrite, O my foul come not thou into his fe- _ 
cret ; unto his oy mine honour be not thou 
united, e | 

= Thus 
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Thus my brethren, I have finiſhed what I pro- 
poſed; we have ſought out the hypocrite, we have 
tried and caſt him. We have ſeen all his ſplen- 
dour come to nothing, It only remains to make 
a few reflections from what has been ſaid, and ſo 
conclude, | : | 


And firſt, we ſee from hence, how eaſy a matter 
it is to be deceived. How many think it is all 
well, who come far ſhort of the hypocrite's ſtand- 
ard? In this reſpect, my brethren, deal not ſuper- 
ficially with yourſelves, Remember we have a 
| God of immaculate purity to deal with. One 
whoſe eye ſurveys the inmoſt receſſes of the foul, 
and will not be put off with mere appearances. 
He is jealous of his own glory, and it is meet he 
' ſhould be ſo. When the Lord gave the law to 
Moſes and the elders of Iſrael, he frequently teſti- 
fies the ſame with that ſolemn form of ſpeech, 7 
am the Lord. So that in the 19th of Leviticus, 
that ſolemn declaration is uſed ſixteen times. And 

in the 28th of Deuteronomy, 38 and 59, he adds 
| ſomething more awful and ſolemn ſtil!; „If thou 
wilt not obſerve to do all the words of this Jaw, 
that are written in this book, that thou mayeſt 
fear this GLORIOUS AND FEARFUL NAME, THE 
LORD Thy GOD; then the Lord will make 
| Os thy 


thy plagues wonderful,” There is ſuch an air of 
ſolemnity and majeſty breathes throughout the Z 
Whole law of God, that it is enough to make one 
tremble. And if it were not tor a never-failing : 
5 Redeemer, the thou, hts of it might ſink one into 
nothing, or rather into deſpair, O then make 
ſure of Jeſus. Nothing leſs than being united un— 
to him will avail, Nor is it a ſlight notion of him 
that will avail, as has been ſhews | in the © foregoing 
ſermons, = 8 


Tae formal hypoerite is not improperly com- 
pared to the nightingale, for ſhe is more ſound than 
ſubitance, a loud and excellent voice, but a little 
deſpicable body, which reminds me of the ſtory of 
Plutarch, who hearing a nightingale, deſired to have 

one illed to feed upon, not doubting but ſhe would | 
pleaſe his palate as weil as his ear; but when the 
nightingale was brought to him, and he ſaw what 
a poor, little creature it was, truly ſaid he thou art 
vox et preaterea nihil, ſo indeed is the hypocrite, 9 
mere voice and nothing elſe. For let a man bear 
him ſometimes in his public duties, and in his pub- 


lic talk, O thinks he, what an excellent mam is 


this, what a choice and rare ſpirit is he of; but 
follow him thro' the ſtages of his private conduct, 
and then you will judge Plutarch's note as applica- 


(83) 
ble to him as to the nightingale. Hypocriſy is a 
| thing that every one cries out againſt, but who is 
careful to avoid it? We hate it in others, but let 
us take care we do not indulge it in our own hearts. 


2. From what has been ſaid, let no poor mourn- 
ers begin to write bitter things againſt themſelves, 
You have been making the application all along to 

yourſelf, No doubt but you feel within you too 
much hypocriſy; and is it not good to find it ? that 

15, it is better to be made ſenſible of it, than that it 

* ſhould be undiſcovered. But is it not your bur— 
| then and pain? Are not you willing to have the 
worſt told of yourſelf? Are not you willing to be 
[ ' ſearched and proved in every part ? Are not you 
5 5 willing to part with every ſin, be it ever ſo near? 
if it be as dear as a right hand, or as precious as a 


right eye: ſurely you are ready to cry— de 
« Take away my darling fin, K 

Make me willing to be clean; ; 

Make me willing to receive, $ 

All thy goodneſs waits to give. p 

Force me, Lord, with all to part, 1 


Tear theſe idols from my heart; 
All thy power on me be ſhewn, 
Take away the heart of ſtone. by 


Well ; 


F 
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Well, may you | keep cloſe to your dear, eRedeemer, 

may you ever hang upon him as your Saviour and 
as your Beloved ; and though you cangot aſſuredly 
call Jeſus your Lord and your God, yet [ truſt you 
can ſay with the patient man, * Tho? he ſlay me, 
yet will I truſt in him.” Cry out as the blind man 

did, and your feeble cry ſhall pierce his merciful 
ears, His open arms ſhall take you in, he will not 

galpile your feeble prayer, he will hear Four cry. 


3. To you who have believed in Jeſus ; let not — 
this heart. ſearching doctrine make you afraid. It 1 
is good to be probed, the cure will be the ſounder, 85 
It is good to receive phyſic as well as food. Hold : | 5 
faſt on your Saviour. Let him be your all, and in 
all. Let him be your prophet, and come to him 
hourly to learn more and more from him. He 
propoſes his own life as an example, and well may 
he do it. There is the exact copy, not one line or 
ſtroke amiſs. There is a compleat picture, which 
will not admit a touch from any one's pencil; O! 
let us endeavour to walk as he walked; in holineſs, — 


in meekneſs, in humility, in patience, in long- 4 
_ and 1 in . Y 


In one reſpect every true follower of the Lamb 
is a eite, for he appears to obe what he is not. 
5 All 


(85): 
All ſuch are * as deceivers and yet true; as un- 
known and yet well known; as dying and behold 
they live; as chaſtened and not killed; as ſorrowful, 
yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all 
things.” In ſhort, the world knows them not, 
becauſe it knew him not. They are ſtrangers and 
Pilgrims on the earth, They ſeek a country out of 
ſight; a city whoſe builder and maker is God. 
Happy for you, my dear hearers, if this be your 
caſe, Happy ye, if ye be ſuch hypocrites, Lord 
0 make us all ſuch. 


But Oh ye, like Gallio of old, that care for none 
of theſe things; ye have a dreadful account to give 
ere long, for all your hearing, and profeſſing. 
: Think on this in time, before God ſhall take away 

your ſoul. 


I do not wiſh to make thoſe ſorrowful whom 
God hath not made forrowful; but, I fear, religion 
is too ſuperficial among us. We realy want more 
of the genuine fruits of righteouſneſs ; we have 
much ſaid and little done; much noiſe and little 
matter. We often ſee in many, who make a large 
profeſſion, a want of moral honeſty, even ſuch as 
the heathens were and are ſtill aſhamed of. T'o 
HO = inſtancc 
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inſtance in a ſew things. What numbers are there 
who make no conſcience of keeping their word? 
or paying their debts? What numbers are there 
who will not ſtick at taking the advantage of the 
ignorance or neceſſity of another, to make a gain 
of them? How few conſcientiouſſy regard their 
relative ſtations i in life, as huſbands, wives, parents, 
children, maſters or ſervants? I am now ſpeaking 
of ſuch as make a profeflion of religion, who profeſs. 
either to be convinced or converted; and yet ſtrip 
them of their high ſounding words, and you muſt 
give them credit for all the reſt, T 0 ſtep a little. 
farther. How few bave Jear: ned ta give up their 
own will, where there own pleaſure or profit are 
concerned? How few are guarding againſt evil ſur- 
miſing or evil tempers ? How little regard to the 
characters of others! How apt to take offence, 
even at trifles? My brethren, theſe are real ſpots 


and blemiſhes which we muſt look after, and ſce 5 


that they be waſhed away in the blood of the 
Lamb; or could we ſing, and pray, and hear ſer- 
mons from morning till evening, they would be a- 

bomination to God and man. Such need is there 
that we make a juſt ſcrutiny into our hearts and 
lives, ſo that we have our fruit unto holineſs, and 


the —. everlaſting life. 


Perhaps 


FO (MX: 
Perhaps ſome one is ſaying ©* But I am no hypo- 
_ rite, I curſe and ſwear, and get drunk, and care 
not who hears me or ſees me, and therefore I ſhall 
come off better than ſuch as make a profeſſion.” 
Thou wretch ! What! becauſe thou beareſt the 
image of the devil in thy forehead thou thinkeſt to 
eſcape! O ſinner, this is the very language of the 
infernal pit; one would imagine thou hadſt been 
at ſchool among the damned wretches in hel]. Hear, 
O thou proficient in iniquity, ©* The wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven againft all ungodli- 
_ neſs,” therefore thou canſt noteſcape the juſt judg- 
ment of God. There is but one way of eſcaping, 
and that is by laying down thy arms of rebellion, | 
and ſubmitting to have thy pardon ſealed with the 
blood of the Lamb. Let me exhort thee to this 
then now, while it is called to-day, Now is the 
accepted time, and now is the day of ſalvation, 
"© run to this all atoning Saviour, and be willing 
to lay hold on him. Try what the eaſy yoke of 
Jeſus will do. Alas! alas! you are flaves now, 
I want you to be the Lord's freemen, If the Son 
make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed. To him 
may you haſte : Kiſs the Son leſt he be angry, 
and ye periſh for ever. May you return to him, 
may you lay hold on him, then ſhall you with the 
Eg En wiſe, 
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| ti; ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmamenit, ind | * 
with thoſe that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ö 
ſtars for ever and ever. Now to God the F ather, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſerib- 
_.ed all power, might, majeſty, MA AS, now — 


— 


and for ever: Amen. | 
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